
 

August 24, 2026 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
In 2026, the Jewish High Holidays are as follows: 
 

• Rosh Hashanah begins at sunset on Friday, September 11, and concludes at nightfall on 
Sunday, September 13. 

• Yom Kippur begins at sunset on Sunday, September 20, and ends at nightfall on Monday, 
September 21. 

• Sukkot begins at sunset on Friday, September 25, and continues through nightfall on Friday, 
October 2. The first two days (September 26–27) are full festival days during which many Jewish 
students refrain from work and attend religious services 

• Shemini Atzeret begins at sunset on Friday, October 2, and concludes at nightfall on Saturday, 
October 3. Simchat Torah follows immediately after, beginning the evening of October 3 and 
ending the evening of October 4. 

 
Students observing these holidays may need to be excused from classes, exams, or other academic 
obligations to participate in important religious traditions and rituals. These holidays are among the 
most sacred days of the Jewish calendar and involve communal worship and festive meals. 
Participating in these observances is an essential part of students' religious and cultural lives. 
 
We encourage flexibility with attendance, examinations, presentations, and assignment deadlines, so 
that students may observe these important holidays without academic penalty. 
 
Thank you for your understanding, support, and commitment to fostering an inclusive learning 
environment. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Robyn Hughey 
Executive Director 


